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Name:_______________________________

Government and Economics Action Plan Yearlong Project
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to have students identify an issue that they feel is a problem in society, explore this issue, and present an action plan. Students will spend the entire year exploring their issue, and this assignment will culminate in a video presentation to the entire cohort. 
Tasks and Due Dates: 


· Semester 1: Identify an issue and provide a bibliography of at least five resources that you have used to explore this issue. Provide a 1 page summary of why you’re choosing this issue

· Winter Session: Complete an essay outline on your issue. Identify the historical background of your issue, how this issue is currently manifesting, and the potential solutions (these should be solutions proposed by politicians but can also be proposed by you)

· Semester 3: Completed essay. Identify the historical background of your issue, how this issue is currently manifesting, and the potential solutions (these should be solutions proposed by politicians but can also be proposed by you)

· Semester 4: Project Presentations that illustrate an example of your issue, and features an action plan to solve this problem. You may use video, poster, powerpoint, interviews, or other elements to support your presentation. You must have some visual element accompanying your presentation. 
Total Points: 100 points each semester. Each task will be worth 100 points and will be graded on a letter grade scale..
Paper Focus (Individual):

You will individually identify and explain your issue by identifying the historical circumstances around this issue, how this issue is currently manifesting and what solutions have been proposed. You will evaluate the effectiveness of these solutions and propose an action plan that you feel best solves your issue. 
Presentation Focus (Individual):

Each student will work to create a video or multimedia presentation that illustrates your issue, how it manifests in society, and your proposed action plan. The top class presentations will be chosen for a full grade presentation.  
Guidelines: 
1. Choose a major issue that you feel is a major problem in society. This is the issue that you will focus on in your research paper and video project. 
2. Paper Length:

a. Minimum 10 pages

b. Maximum 15 pages

3. 1 inch margins on all pages, all the way around 
4. Double spaced
5. 12 point, Times New Roman Font
6. Number each of your papers using computer formatting, no handwritten numbers
7. Headings should be single spaced, in the top left corner of your first page and follow this example:
First Name Last Name



GovEcon12
Period _____

Due Date

8. Works Cited is on a separate page, as the last page with proper citations for your sources. This does not count for your first 7-10 pages of content.
Research Guidelines:

1. Research, compile, analyze, and evaluate sources.
a. You must reliable resources from reputable sources (i.e.: Books, professional journals, newspapers, and web based evidence) 
b. You must have at least 10 sources in your bibliography. At least one of these sources must be a book. 

2. Writing Conferences
a. If you need to schedule a conference you must do so with Ms Waller ahead of time. 
3. Evaluation of Sources
a. Google Scholar and Google Books.
b. News and media outlets: BBC, NY Times, The Guardian, PBS, Reuters, AP. For different perspectives: consult BBC    for a European (British) POV, Al Jazeera for a Muslim (Arab) POV, CCTV for the Chinese, NHK for Japanese, RT for the Russian, etc. Each of these news outlets should have an English language website. These sources may also have television programs that are useful (Frontline from PBS).
c. Professionally written magazines and journals: Time magazine, National Geographic, etc.
d. Databases: JSTOR, EBSCO, ERIC – These you must access using the New York Public Library. If you want serious research visit the Bryant Park library or the Grand Army Plaza library. 
e. Web based publications by professional or scholarly organizations – sites ending in .edu (universities), .org (professional organizations like museums, historical societies, etc.) should be valid. The Fordham University history sourcebook is a great example.
f. Sources that are NOT permitted: books written for junior high and below like Eyewitness books and others. Encyclopedias of any kind, including Britannica, World Book, or Wikipedia (this is a great place to start form some basic information) and Biography.com
g. If you are not sure whether a source is valid or not, please consult your teacher.

Sample citation: 

Pollan, Michael [Author’s name, first name]. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. [Title of work in italics followed by a period]. New York: Penguin, 2006 [City of publication: Publisher, year of publication without parentheses. URL (if it is online)
1. When you write a research paper using the Chicago Manual of Style, you are required to substantiate your arguments with evidence you found in your research. Any evidence (quotes and paraphrases) you use from sources must be footnoted.
 The format is as follows:

Books

For footnotes follow this format:

1. Michael Pollan [Author’s first name then last], The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals [Title of the work in italics] (New York: Penguin, 2006) [City of publication: Publisher, year of publication in parentheses), 99–100 [Page numbers].

2. Pollan, Omnivore’s Dilemma, 3. [For subsequent footnotes for the same source cite the author’s last name, title in four or less words, page number]

For bibliographical
 citation:

Pollan, Michael [Author’s name, first name]. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals [Title of work in italics followed by a period]. New York: Penguin, 2006 [City of publication: Publisher, year of publication without parentheses].

Bibliography
Hooker, Richard. “Absolutism.” The European Enlightenment Glossary. Washington State University: Washington, 1996. Web. 9 Mar. 2011. 

< http://www.wsu.edu:8001/~dee/GLOSSARY/ABSOLUTE.HTM>

Robinson, J. H. ed. “Political Testament of Cardinal Richelieu.” Readings in European History 2 vols. Boston: Ginn, 1906. 2:268-270. Web.  9 Mar. 2011. 

< http://history.hanover.edu/texts/richelie.htm>

1. Your Bibliography page contains the list of sources you used in order to write your paper.  If you did not quote or paraphrase a source in your paper, then you did not use it! 

Don’t list a source that you did not use or cite.

2. Alphabetize the sources by the author’s last name, but do not number the sources.  Use the hanging indent. In MS. Word go to “format” ( “paragraph.” Make a great effort to find who the author(s) is(are) for web sources. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html for a brief guide on citations. Remember that there is a difference between how a footnote compares to a bibliographical entry.
Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the paper. If you are unsure about how you are using a source, please ask Ms. Breen for guidance. Please refer back to the MHSHS History Department Plagiarism Policy for guidelines on what counts as plagiarism.

Copying and pasting or paraphrasing from one or multiple sources without citing the original author is plagiarism. It is easy to make mistakes on citations when you use sources from the internet, please be sure to ask Ms. Breen if you are unsure about your use of a source. 

Sources:

· It is your responsibility to research and select sources. It is a good idea to get an overview of your topic by reading about it first either in the textbook or from a reliable internet source. Once you have established your basic knowledge of the topic, you can begin to search for articles that will help you to answer your essential question and support your argument. 

· How to Tell if Internet Resources Are Reliable: 

· There is no definitive way of separating credible from questionable sources. However, you can ask yourself several critical reading questions to help you judge the credibility of Internet sources:  

· Is the author expert and reliable? Consider whether the author's credentials (education, affiliation, publications, honors) establish his or her expertise and authority on the subject. If information about the author is not included, you may need to research the author before relying on the source.  

· Does the publisher of the document represent a credible and reliable organization? For example, information about breathing problems available at the American Lung Association homepage is probably more credible than information available at anonymous Web sites or in postings to newsgroups.  

·  Is the Internet information dated? Many Web pages include information about when the page was last updated, and most postings on newsgroups and listservs are dated. If the Internet document has not been recently updated, is the information it contains still "accurate" and "credible" for your purposes?  

· Does the document refer to or cite other sources? Does it represent those sources fairly? Like other types of documents, Internet documents that quote from or refer to other research done on the subject are more likely to be credible than those that don't.  

· If the source is a Web page, are links provided to other sources that you can use to verify the credibility of the argument?  
� Use CTRL + ALT + F on MS Word on insert a footnote. 


� For citation of books with more than one author, works compiled by editors, translators, websites, journals, etc., please consult � HYPERLINK "http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html" �http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html�. 


� For the use of hanging indents please consult the last page of � HYPERLINK "https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/1300991022_717.pdf" �https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/1300991022_717.pdf�. See the next page for a sample bibliography.
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